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December 2022 DHHS Center for Medical Cannabis

Program updates

Medical cannabis market analysis survey

We want to hear from you! We are gathering feedback about the medical cannabis market in Utah

and your feedback is important to us.
e Providing feedback will help us evaluate the medical cannabis market in Utah.

e Take 10 minutes to complete the anonymous survey at
https://pubredcap.health.utah.gov/surveys/?s=XC49HHCPW97LP4M8

e The survey will close on December 23, 2022.
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Industry bulletin about new laws applicable to medical cannabis

pharmacy advertising, educational events, and targeted marketing
An industry bulletin with information about new laws on medical cannabis pharmacy advertising,
educational events, and targeted marketing is available on the DHHS Center for Medical

Cannabis website.
e Review this bulletin at https://medicalcannabis.utah.gov/resources/programs-

news/ under the "Program news" tab.
e Contact cannabiscompliance@utah.gov with questions about the bulletin.
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External medical cannabis research review requests

The Cannabis Research Review Board (CRRB) and we at the DHHS Center for Medical Cannabis want
to create an inclusive medical cannabis program and an educated community by continuing to
consider research studies submitted by the industry and the public.

e We are inviting you and other stakeholders in the medical cannabis community to
submit studies for review and consideration. The industry and public are welcome to
submit studies published inside and outside the United States for review by the DHHS and
CRRB. The DHHS will evaluate the validity of the scientific findings of each study submitted based
on the rigor of the study design, the risk of bias, and relevance.

e To submit a study for review, please use this link
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIPQLSTEGXxgXsVs6eXV7L1tv-
pUj3HOoMK8aVGEcb77E_01gKzgTxUQ/viewform

e |f the study meets the scientific rigor required by state statute, then it will be shared with the
CRRB.

e To review the state statute about scientific studies, please visit

Medical cannabis products, including tinctures, lotions, resins, and
cannabis leaves in a row. on a white background.

Upcoming DHHS medical cannabis presentations

We want all recommending medical providers to feel confident helping patients by having the latest
updates and research about medical cannabis. To do this, we are providing outreach presentations
at professional events and webinars.
e Arecording of a presentation about the Utah medical cannabis program is available on the Utah
Association of Family Physicians YouTube page at
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Utah Subsidy Program from Utah Patients Coalition

You may qualify for financial help to pay for medical cannabis. The Utah Patients Coalition has a Utah
Subsidy Program that assists with many costs associated with medical cannabis.
e This program can subsidize the following costs:
o Medical consultations and doctor visits.
o Medical cannabis products and devices.
DHHS electronic verification system (EVS) fees.
o Cannabis home delivery costs.
e |n order to qualify, you must provide:
o Proof of Utah residency.
o Proof of financial eligibility.
o Proof of a qualifying medical condition for medical cannabis.
o Proof of registration or intent to register as a cardholder with the DHHS Center for Medical
Cannabis.
e Learn more about the Utah Subsidy Program at https://utahpatients.org/upsp/.
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The state of Utah Medical Cannabis Visit Cost website

Medical cannabis patients should be able to know the cost of their medical visits and have the
opportunity to find the right care at a reasonable price. The Medical Cannabis Visit Cost website
(https://healthcost.utah.gov/cannabis.php) helps patients compare prices charged by qualified
medical providers (QMPs) for initial and renewal medical cannabis evaluation visits. Here's what you
need to know about the site:

e QMPs and medical clinics are required to report their fees if they represent online or in printed
materials that they offer medical cannabis evaluations.

e The fees posted are estimates, and patients who use insurance should always contact the clinic
to confirm what their out-of-pocket costs will be.

e Are there incorrect prices listed? If you notice a price posted on the website is
significantly different than the price actually charged by a clinic, you can submit a
complaint at https://docs.google.com/forms/d/18WADX-
_E3jNfs_xA9x8Hvz7VybeFbu4rhfjLIJ83I11/viewform?ts=6laa7458&edit_requested=true.

e You'll need to provide the name of the QMP who you met and the name and address of the
clinic where you met with them.
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Medical cannabis education

Treat medical cannabis like any other
medicine:
Store it safely

Use the pharmacy's Keep the original

child-resistant warning labels on
packaging the package visible

Use child-proof
containers for
storage

Treat it like any
other medicine

Put it away after Follow the
every use and store it manufacturer's
out of kids' sight and storage

reach recommendations

Be prepared: Save the
Utah Poison Control
hotline in case of an

| ] emergency.

1-800-222-1222

Health & Human Services
[N -

Just like any other medicine, medical cannabis should be stored safely to keep kids and pets
from accidentally using it. DHHS and other states with cannabis programs encourage using
these storage tips. Some of these tips may also help to keep medical cannabis fresh once it's
been purchased. To learn more about medical cannabis, visit
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Research and data

DHHS data reporting

In November:
e The number of active medical cannabis cardholders _
increased by 2.5% from 58,937 patients in October to Review our data reports at
60,477 patients in November.
e Persistent pain is the #1 qualifying condition for medical
cannabis use in Utah, followed by PTSD, cancer, and
nausea,

Qualifying Conditions

Ulcnritie Collti

.....

UDAF data reporting
In November:
e 1 new tier-1 processor was approved in Davis County.
e 2 new tier-1 processors will be approved in Salt Lake County in the next few months.
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Public notices

Federal lawmakers pass medical cannabis research bill

In November, the U.S. Senate passed HB 8454, the Medical Marijuana and Cannabidiol Research

Expansion Act and the bill was signed by President Biden. We're hopeful we can participate in
some way in the new possibilities for research.

e This bill establishes a new, separate registration process to facilitate research on marijuana.
e For more information about the bill and what it does, visit

2023 Utah State General Legislative Session

Lawmakers will be considering amendments to medical cannabis laws during the upcoming
legislative session. The session starts on January 17, 2023 and ends March 3, 2023.

Cannabis Research Review Board (CRRB) meetings

The CRRB reviews cannabis research and provides
recommendations to the Utah State Legislature and DHHS Center
for Medical Cannabis about cannabis use, medical conditions that

respond to cannabis, medical cannabis products, and medical Cannabis Re_search Review
cannabis dosages. Board meetings and
e The next CRRB meeting is: recordings are available at

o January 10, 2022 at 9:00am MT via online conference
o https://us02web.zoom.us/|/83222618793 Meeting ID: 832
2261 8793
e To review information about past meetings, please review the
Utah Public Meeting Notice website at
https://www.utah.gov/pmn/index.html.

Medical cannabis pharmacy opening in rural Utah

We are excited that a new medical cannabis pharmacy is opening in rural Utah soon! The new

pharmacy will be located in Price. Stay tuned for more information about the grand opening in
January.

Sign up for future updates from the DHHS Center for Medical Cannabis at
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